NEWS

OKLAHOMA PILOTS
ASSOCIATION

In the Sky
September 2018

(www.opa.link)

September 6th, 2018 - 6:00 p.m.
“Planes, Bikes, ‘n Cars”
at Wiley Post!
‘n Helicopters too!
FREE SHOW! OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!
Fly your plane in, display your
special car or bike, or do both!
Not just for pilots or OPA members.

Dinner at 7:00 p.m. (not required)
$13 each for full dinner: salad, entree,
sides, dessert & drink

October 4th, 2018 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.
Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Be sure to contact Roger Walton for
dinner reservations
405-219-5149 dinner@opa.link

SKY 5 Pilot Chase Rutledge flies for you every morning to bring you the latest in traffic,
breaking news, and any information that will impact your day. Chase is also there for you when
it matters. As a member of the First Alert Storm Team, Chase will bring you the most accurate
and up to date information about severe weather in your area; and as breaking news happens
he will be there to provide the information you need as the story develops.
Chase has been with the KOCO Channel 5 since 2012 as a backup pilot. After retiring from the
Oklahoma National Guard on March 31, 2018, he assumed the full-time pilot position. He served
26 years with the Oklahoma Guard with 20 of those years in a full-time position as an Army Pilot
and Instructor. He has served overseas and during countless missions across the nation; in
support of the war on terrorism, disaster relief, and Homeland Security, to name just a few.
Chase has known that his dream was to be a pilot since he was six years old and he has never
stopped pursuing that dream. Chase studied Telecommunications at Oklahoma Baptist
University in Shawnee, OK; acquired all of his airplane qualifications at Spartan School of
Aeronautics in Tulsa, OK; and then continued his flight training with the United States Army. He
believes that all this experience has prepared
him for what he calls his “dream job” here at
Channel 5.
When Chase isn't flying, he is still dreaming of
flying. However, while he is doing that he enjoys
spending time with his family. He is an avid wood
turner and enjoys traveling the world. Chase and
his wife live in Edmond and they have four
children. The six of them enjoy getting outdoors
and enjoying what this great state and world
have to offer. Chase enjoys hiking, skiing,
camping … well, anything that takes him to the
mountains and back in the sky.

The Oklahoma Pilots Association (OPA)
meets the 1st Thursday of each month
at the Clarence E. Page Building,
located on Wiley Post Airport. From N.
Rockwell, enter the airport at the
traffic light (Phillip J. Rhoads Ave.),
take the first right, and drive back to
the light gray brick building.
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OKLAHOMA PILOTS
ASSOCIATION

OPA President
Brian Hancock
Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue
Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008

Oklahoma Pilots Association is a member-controlled not-forprofit organization for all pilots and aircraft owners. OPA strives
to serve the needs of general aviation pilots statewide, promoting
aviation, education and safety in personal and business flying.
Membership consists of student pilots through airline transport
pilots, both civil and military and is open to all pilots and aircraft
owners. Annual membership dues are currently $35.
OPA holds monthly dinner meetings at the C. E. Page Building on
Wiley Post Airport in Oklahoma City. Distinguished guest
speakers present educational and safety related programs at the
monthly dinner meetings.
OPA hosts monthly Fly Aways for lunch or dinner and weekend Fly
Aways to interesting destinations.
OPA, through its charitable non-profit corporation, accepts
money or property donated to fund the Vic Jackson Memorial
Scholarship Fund which is awarded annually to a college student
with career aspirations in the field of aviation. Your contributions
of money or property are tax deductible.
OPA Newsletter Staff
Editors: Ben & June Roy
Typesetting & Layout: Ben Roy
Circulation: Wyvema Startz
Members’ contributions of articles and other information
relative to aviation are encouraged.

2018-2019 OPA OFFICERS
President - Brian Hancock
Exec. Vice President - Mike Grimes
Past President - Matt Cole
Treasurer - Roy Cowan
Secretary - Angela Drabek

405 757-5706
405 647-6860
405 260-1010
405 340-1425
405 990-9067

Vice President of Membership
Roger Walton 405 219-5149
mem@opa.link
Vice President of Communications
Greg Finley 918 340-9184
gfinley@cox.net

DIRECTORS

Avoid Distractions in the Cockpit - I'm guilty of distracted
flying, as I'm sure most are. I've been caught up in conversation
or rubber-necking at the sites below; and have not paid close
enough attention to my instruments, radio, ATC, or navigation.
It's important to make sure you are flying the plane first. This
may mean making sure your passengers know that your first
responsibility is to ensure a safe flight, and they need to help you
maintain a sterile cockpit, free of distractions.
Stay Proficient - “Always keep learning.” Make sure you are
staying abreast of current FAA regulations, keeping your ratings
and licenses in check, and continue to practice maneuvers
(especially emergency procedures) throughout your lifetime of
being a pilot.
Don't Feel Pressured to Fly - Have you ever wanted to take a
friend flying; or promised to be somewhere at a certain time, or
just wanted to go fly so bad that you felt pressured to take off,
despite less than desirable conditions. Do not get blinded by a
variety of factors that make good decision making tough to do in
the heat of battle. If you have any second thoughts about when
to leave the ground, just don't do
it. Trust your intuition and
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Remember, flying safety
begins with the pilot in
charge. Your life and the
lives of others may depend
on it. Hopefully doing some or
all these things will ensure you
have many safe flights to come.

HO

AD

S

The Oklahoma Pilots Association (OPA) meets
the 1st Thursday of each month at the
Clarence E. Page Building, located on Wiley
Post Airport. From N. Rockwell, enter the
airport at the traffic light (Phillip J. Rhoads
Ave.), take the first right, and drive back to
the light gray brick building.

AVEN

Ben Roy
June Roy
Steve Haynes

Keep Up with Preventative Maintenance - Not only is this a
good way of protecting your investment but it goes a long way in
ensuring that the aircraft you are stepping in to returns safely to
the hanger.

WELL

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS

Always Use Your Checklist - The importance of a pre-flight
checklist cannot be overstated. Even if you seemingly know it by
heart, break it out and go through it, so that you are sure to make
every check. It's better to figure out you have a problem at 0'
AGL then at 6,500' AGL.

ROCK

Term Expires 6/30/2019
Evan Bird
Bill Hines
Mike Rangel
Joey Sager
Jeff Sandusky
Term Expires 6/30/2020
Rick Cacini
Hal Harris
Lee Holmes
Al Liebler
Bill Pappadopoulos
College Student Board Member - Open

When I first received my pilots license my dad
gave me a quote in a nice frame to hang in my
hanger, it read: “Aviation in itself is not
inherently dangerous. But to an even
greater degree than the sea, it is terribly unforgiving of
any carelessness, incapacity or neglect.” In light of the
recent airplane crash in Ponca City and the few that have
happened recently involving local individuals from our
community, I think it is important to remember some of the
essentials of safe flying.
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OPA DINNER MEETING
LOCATION MAP
(Between NW 50th & NW 63rd)
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OPA News
Highlights from the August Dinner Meeting

OPA President Brian Hancock opened our meeting and Bill Pappadopoulos led us in the pledge to our flag. Greg Finley
said everyone had a great time at the fly away to Grand Lake, Monkey Island and brought a Monkey Island hat for a door
prize. The 99s thanked everyone for help with the Okie Derby by flying, serving as spotters, etc.
Jeff Sandusky honored us with pictures and great stories about Oshkosh and shared some
2017 EAA videos. This was the first year there were 600 thousand people at Oshkosh and the
media went crazy about it. It was all over the TV and newspapers, not surprising with 976
media representatives there. Oshkosh created a 170 million dollars impact to five counties in
only one week. There were no military group flights this year, but there were 1094 vintage
planes, all at one airport. There were 867 commercial exhibitors and 12,300 campers. People
attended from 57 nations. With a new anniversary next year, it is expected to be even bigger.

Dierks Bentley

Cirrus Party
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Highlights from the August Dinner Meeting Continued
Jeff showed us a map of Oshkosh to help him walk us through and provided official visitor & Camper's Guides and
Schedules. Executives there drive red Volkswagens. The original red one is in the museum there. Once again, it was
said that pilots into aviation because of the airplanes; but stayed because of the people. We heard about one generous
person who gave a father and his two sons flight line passes because they couldn't afford them since they spent all their
money just getting in.
He reminded us to be sure to download and read all 32 pages of the NOTAM before
you leave for Oshkosh. They land 10,000 airplanes. If flying IFR you better have a
reservation and be on time. There will be a plane landing just before and just after
you. You don't talk on the radio but wave your wings when you come in. He said it's
like a bunch of 6-year-old kids trying to get in line at kindergarten.
Jeff picked up his son in Kansas City on the way to Oshkosh. He recently graduated
from college and after working for Garmin for four days they sent him to Oshkosh.
There is a complete “pop up” city at Oshkosh, including a grocery store for the one
week. Ford was their biggest sponsor this year and said it is their best marketing
promotion; better than TV. There was a Nola research plane there. You can buy
anything you want there, including an airplane on a trailer or old, used, worn out
tires. There was even a half a million-dollar motorhome and trailer for sale there.
Jeff and his son looked at a Stearman and he thought they were going to bring one home.
Julie was in the camper and she didn't know how close they came to actually bringing one
home. Jeff said they always eat well at Oshkosh and Cirrus provides a lot of the food;
feeding over 300 people the first two nights. They eat and drink well, but responsibly. He
said there were longer lines for the ice cream than for alcohol. The bottle of wine is part of
the Collier Award Cirrus received. It is the most prestigious award in aviation.
Jeff said he had never seen so many P51 Mustangs in one place. They had authentic
military camps set up, complete with period dress. We heard many interesting stories, but
they sound much better coming from Jeff. They say a picture is worth a thousand words,
so we will show you more pictures instead of writing so many words. If you are seeing this
issue of the newsletter in print, you should go to the OPA website and see all the great
photos in color. Thanks to Jeff for a great presentation of Oshkosh through his eyes.
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More photos from Oshkosh AirVenture 2018

Jeff said from the smile on his face,
there must be some great memories.
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OPA August 4th Fly Away - Fayetteville, Arkansas - Air and Military Museum
Thanks to Brian Hancock for the article and photos, Roger Walton for attendance data, and Gerald Luton for photos

A cool morning flight to Fayetteville, AR for the August Flyaway gave way to a warm return flight with temps hitting the
high 90's for those of us without AC in our planes. But that didn't put a damper on the good food and company had by all
in attendance. After arrival in seven planes, we dined at a local favorite called Hugo's, located in a basement below a
retail store. They served great hamburgers and home cut
fries. Seventeen people attended, including: Lola and
David Ames; Vi and Danny Davis; Brian Hancock and Brett
Thompson; Dwayne Janes and Kirk Greenwood; Gerald
Luton; Treasure and Danny Morgan; Danielle, Josie, Jett
and Joey Sager; Jan and Roger Walton and Tony Cable
and Jay Jones for a total of 19.
After lunch we toured the Arkansas Air and Military
Museum at the airport. We viewed some great relics;
including all manner of general aviation and military
aircraft, and military memorabilia, including: uniforms,
tools, weapons and vehicles. Many of the aircraft in the
air museum are maintained in flying status, making it a
truly unique museum.
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OPA August 4th Fly Away - Fayetteville, Arkansas

Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission
Media Contact: Sandra Shelton, Public Information & Government Relations
PO Box 53305, Oklahoma City OK 73152
Phone: 1-405-604-6916
E-mail: sshelton@oac.ok.gov
Web address: www.aeronautics.ok.gov
NEWS RELEASE August 9, 2018

Aeronautics Aviation Education Program Sets Record Granted Amount
OKLAHOMA CITY – The month of August sends youth back to school which means a returned focus on vectoring young minds toward
the exploration of aviation and aerospace for the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission (OAC). Twenty-eight organizations were
recently awarded Aerospace and Aviation Education Program grants or contracts totaling $296,697 from OAC. The record amount of
funding is a vital resource to educators for STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) instruction concentrating on aerospace
and aviation. The funding was approved by the Commission at their August 9 meeting.
The program, which has been awarding aviation education grants for over 30 years, is part of the OAC mission to encourage and
promote aviation throughout the state of Oklahoma. Director of Aeronautics Vic Bird said aerospace supports 240,000 jobs with an
average salary of $73,300 annually. “Last year, after a two-year study, we learned that the Aviation and Aerospace sector in Oklahoma
supports $43.7 billion in annual statewide economic activity. A competent workforce, which includes our desperate need for aerospace
engineers, will be needed to sustain this industry,” said Bird. The nationally recognized program enjoys a positive reputation as one of
the most robust aviation education programs among state aviation agencies. OAC has provided nearly $1.9 million in education
funding within the last 10 years alone......
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September 15th OPA Fly Away
Guthrie-Edmond Regional Airport Fly-In
Thanks to Greg Finley for the article and flier

On Saturday, September 15th, the
Guthrie-Edmond Regional Airport will host
their 6th Annual Community Day & Fly-In.
Located only 30 miles from downtown
OKC, Guthrie is the home airport to a large
number of our OPA members. This fly-in is
sure to be full of excitement as there will be
a number of aircraft displays, radio
controlled airplanes, several activities for
the kids, and a classic/exotic car show.
Make sure to come hungry as there will
also be several vendors available to
purchase food and drinks.
The parking and admission is FREE and
you can get more information at
http://guthrieedmondregionalairport.com
If you have a seat available or need a ride
please contact one of the following: Greg
Finley: (918-340-9184) gfinley@cox.net,
Brian Hancock: (405) 757-5706 Hancock73660@gmail.com, or Bill
Pappadopoulos: (405) 417-7876, or Roger
Walton: (405) 219-5149 flyaway@opa.link, or Danny Davis: (405)
990-5201 - abadavis@sbcglobal.net

CD coming due?
Compare our rates.
Brian C Hancock
Financial Advisor
.

7015 W Hefner Rd Bldg C Ste B
Oklahoma City, OK 73162
405-728-0221
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Home built Air Camper

September 2018
Looking for a Location for a Special Event
or a Meeting?
Try the Page Building at Wiley Post Airport!
Page Building rental rates:
Total day – 8:00 am till day's end:
Monday thru Thursday - $300
Friday, Saturday, Sunday - $350
Morning only 8:00 am - 1:00 pm:
Weekdays - $150
Weekend days - $175

OPA News
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LEARN TO FLY
CRABTREE SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS
LIGHT SPORT TRAINING-TAILWHEEL TRAINING
SPIN TRAINING

All holiday and special event dates are charged $75
over daily rate.
Contacts: Steve Schroeder: 405-691-8629 (home
phone) sandsschroeder@cox.net or QB Governor
Jim Sutton 405-760-1988 (mobile phone)

OPA Fly Away Committee
Please contact any committee member with
questions about Fly Aways or suggestions for
future OPA Fly Aways.
Greg Finley - 918-340-9184
gfinley@cox.net ,
Danny Davis - 405-990-5201
abadavis@sbcglobal.net,
Matt Cole - 405-260-1010
mattc7774u@gmail.com,
Hal Harris - 405-789-0000
capt.harris@aironeflightacademy.com,
Roger Walton and Jan Walton,
flyaway@opa.link - 405-219-5149,
Brian Hancock - 405-757-5706
hancock73660@gmail.com,
Mike Rangel - rangelm945@msn.com,
and Bill Pappadopoulos - 405-417-7876

BECOME AN FAA LICENCED SPORT PILOT
IN AS LITTLE AS 20 HOURS
GLENN CRABTREE 405-282-4250 cacinc77@sbcglobal.net
www.crabtreeaircraft.net

John G. Gillespie, CEP, RFC

Estate Planning

Trusts

Investments

Let us help you avoid a lifestyle change during retirement.
We FLY to YOU- $250,000 Minimum
6632 NW 39th Expressway, Bethany, OK 73008
405.491.0235 retire@AccessFinancialGroup.com

Blue Skies Flight Training LLC
Private, Instrument, Commercial, Flight Instructor &
ATP Licenses, Flight Reviews & IPC's

Matt Cole CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP
Gold Seal Flight Instructor
President Oklahoma Pilots Association
520 Airport Rd. Hangar #4
Guthrie, OK 73044

Office: 405-260-1010
email:
matt@blueskiesflightschool.com
website: www.blueskiesflightschool.com
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2018 OPA Calendar

OPA Newsletter Ad Rates
Approximate Ad Size

Monthly Rate

$30.00
Business Card 2“x 3 ½”
One-Eighth Page 2 ½“ x 3 ¾” $40.00
One-Quarter Page 3 ¾“ x 4 ¾” $70.00
$120.00
One-Half Page 4 ¾“ x 7 ½”
$240.00
Full Page 7 ½“ x 9 ½”

Ask About Discounts for Annual Ads
Call Ben Roy, 405-802-9657

September 6th - Planes, Bikes, n’ Cars 6:00 p.m.
Dinner at 7:30 - Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
September 15th Fly Away - Guthrie Edmond
Regional Airport
6th Annual Community Day and Fly-In
Wheels Down - 9:00 a.m.
September 20th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
October 4th - Dinner Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
October 13th Fly Away- Muskogee, Oklahoma
Davis Field Airport
Tour the Batfish Submarine
Wheels Down - 11:00 a.m.
October 18th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
November 1st - Dinner Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
November 10th Fly Away- Fairview, Oklahoma
World’s Oldest Fly In - Wheels Down - 8:00 a.m.
November 15th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
Be sure to contact Roger Walton for dinner reservations
405-219-5149 dinner@opa.link

Monthly Oklahoma Fly-Ins
1st Saturday - Ponca City Aviation Booster Fly-In
Breakfast - Call Don Nuzum 580-767-0470
1st Saturday - Pauls Valley Lunch Fly In
Call 405-268-3925 (Breakfast in Summer)
2nd Saturday - Ardmore
Breakfast Lakeland Aviation - Call 580-389-5000
3rd Saturday - Alva Regional Airport Fly-In
Breakfast - Call 580-327-6778 March through Nov
Saturday after 3rd Monday - Owasso Pancake
Breakfast EAA Chapter 10
4th Saturday - Enid Fly-In Breakfast - Woodring
Airport (WDG) April through October

Buick
MEMBER

GMC

Pontiac

“The Cars & Trucks America Owns"

HWY 81, S. of 66 - EL RENO - 405-262-2466 - 800-375-3751

September
April
2008
October
20082018
April
2006
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Please Print - Information Will Be Used For Membership Directory and Newsletter Database
Oklahoma Pilots Association Membership Application

New Membership

Renewal

Date

Referred By

Your Name

Occupation

Name tag Yes No

Spouse

Occupation

Name tag Yes No

Address

E-Mail Address

City
Phone (Residence)

Receive by Mail

Zip

State

(FAX)

(Business)

Pilot information: Are you a Aircraft Owner? Yes
MEMBER: Approximate Hours
Private

Commercial

Instrument

ATP

CFI

CFII

No

Type

N#

Please make dues check payable to:
Oklahoma Pilots Association
Mail to: 5810 Tulakes Ave.,
Wiley Post Airport,
Bethany, OK 73008

Update
All material for
newsletter publication
should be sent to:

OPA NEWS
C/o Ben Roy
11749 SW. 54th
Mustang, OK 73064
405-802-9657 Cell
email:
broysprint01@earthlink.net

ANNUAL DUES ARE $35
ALL DONATIONS ARE
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

The OPA General Aviation Newsletter is published monthly. Articles for the newsletter are sought from members, trade
organizations, etc. Stories and articles can include flying trips, rebuilding and restoration experiences, special tips,
activities, etc.
Material for publication will be accepted up to the deadline which is the 15th of each month, space permitting.
The editorial staff reserves the right to accept, refuse, or edit any material submitted. Publication of articles and opinions
in the OPA Newsletter is not an endorsement by the Association, nor does the Association assume any responsibility for
the accuracy of the information contained in the Newsletter. Permission is granted to reprint, provided credit is given to
The Oklahoma Pilots Association Newsletter. For circulation issues including newsletters not received or email
and address changes contact Roger Walton 405-219-5149 or email mem@opa.link.

OKLAHOMA PILOTS
ASSOCIATION

Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue
Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008

