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March 4th, 2021 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.
  Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Speaker:  Tom Chandler
Regional Manager, Central SW, AOPA
See Page 2 for Details
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February 4th, 2021 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.
  Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

We are taking the recommended 
safety measures for the health of 
those who attend.  We ask each 

member to determine what is 
best for their health.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP as soon as 
possible so we can get a count to the caterer. 

You can RSVP by sending an email to 
dinner@opa.aero

He founded Two Rivers Arms, a rifle manufacturing business whose Iraqi rifles were featured in Clint Eastwood's film 
"American Sniper." He served as both an Oklahoma State Senator and as a US Congressman. He currently serves as the 
executive and teaching pastor of First Southern Baptist Church in Oklahoma City.

Through expert storytelling, he captivates audiences with the recounting of his personal experiences as a leader in the 
hunt and capture of Saddam Hussein while inspiring them with a message of hope. Not some academic theorist, Russell 
draws on a lifetime of success in many fields whether battlefields, competitive business, political fights, or at home. He can 
also provide expert guidance on the fundamentals of leadership, team-building, goal setting, negotiation, decision 
making under pressure, and follow-through until the task is complete. 

Steve Russell brings unique experiences perhaps like no other when it comes to 
leadership. Whether serving as a soldier, national speaker, critically acclaimed 
author, small business leader or serving the public as a US Congressman, Steve 
Russell draws on his varied and enormous wealth of experiences to convey what 
it takes to build teams, lead them and get things done. 

Russell has been married more than three decades and has five grown children, three of whom are adopted. He believes 
success does not have to come at the expense of the things that matter most.

Russell is the author of "We Got Him! A Memoir of the Hunt and Capture of Saddam Hussein." 
The late Robin Moore, author of The Green Berets and The French Connection praised 
Russell's book as "an extraordinary personal glimpse of the war. A monumental credit to 
himself, his troops, and the United States of America," while General Tommy Franks calls it "a 
moving, gripping account of one of the most remarkable achievements of soldiering in a 
generation." Russell has also been the subject of more than a half dozen documentaries and is widely known for his 
leadership, national security and foreign policy expertise. 

Russell has a bachelors degree in Public Speaking and a masters degree in History. He retired from the US Army as a 
combat infantryman serving in Kosovo, Kuwait, Afghanistan and Iraq. He has been decorated for valor, meritorious 
achievement and service and is a graduate of both the US Army Ranger and Airborne schools. 

The Oklahoma Pilots 
Association (OPA) 

meets the 1st 
Thursday of each 

month at the 
Clarence E. Page 

Building, located on 
Wiley Post Airport.  
From N. Rockwell, 
enter the airport at 

the traffic light 
(Phillip J. Rhoads 

Ave.), take the first 
right, and drive back 
to the light gray brick 

building.
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DIRECTORS
 Term Expires 6/30/2021

Vice President of Communications 

Roger Walton 405 219-5149
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2020-2021 OPA OFFICERS 

 Past President - Brian Hancock  405 757-5706            
 Treasurer - Roy Cowan               405 340-1425        

 President - Greg Finley    918 340-9184 

 Exec. Vice President - Mike Grimes        405 647-6860 

 Secretary - Angela Drabek                                             
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Circulation:  Mike Rangel

OPA Newsletter Staff
Editors:  Ben & June Roy

Members’ contributions of articles and other information 
relative to aviation are encouraged.

OPA, through its charitable non-profit corporation, accepts 
money or property donated to fund the Vic Jackson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund which is awarded annually to a college student 
with career aspirations in the field of aviation.  Your contributions 
of money or property are tax deductible.

Oklahoma Pilots Association is a member-controlled not-for-
profit organization for all pilots and aircraft owners.  OPA strives 
to serve the needs of general aviation pilots statewide, promoting 
aviation, education and safety in personal and business flying.  

Membership consists of student pilots through airline transport 
pilots, both civil and military and is open to all pilots and aircraft 
owners.  Annual membership dues are currently $35.

OPA holds monthly dinner meetings at the C. E. Page Building on 
Wiley Post Airport in Oklahoma City.  Distinguished guest 
speakers present educational and safety related programs at the 
monthly dinner meetings.  

OPA hosts monthly Fly Aways for lunch or dinner and weekend Fly 
Aways to interesting destinations.

Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue

Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008

OKLAHOMA PILOTSOKLAHOMA PILOTS
ASSOCIATIONASSOCIATION

OKLAHOMA PILOTS
ASSOCIATION

February 2021

Tom has been immersed in general aviation since a very 
young age. He earned his private pilot certificate while in 
high school, followed by a degree in Aviation Management 
from Wichita State University, along with ATP and CFII 
certificates. 

He will present an “AOPA Update”, including a little bit of 
everything, plus a local focus on legislative and airport 
issues. 

Speaker:  Tom Chandler
Regional Manager, Central SW, AOPA

His professional flying career got rolling with a decade of 
flying air ambulance and charter King Airs for Midwest 
Corporate Aviation out of Wichita's Jabara Airport. Later, he 
worked for 8 years as the Airport Manager in McPherson, 
Kansas while mixing in some corporate flying and instruction. 
During that time he also served as the president of the 
Kansas Association of Airports and secretary of the Kansas 
Commission on Aerospace Education. He has been the AOPA 
Regional Manager - Central Southwest for four years and 
currently resides in Heath, Texas near Dallas. 

If you are looking for a tax 
deduction, gifts to the OPA Vic 
Jackson Memorial Scholarship 
Fund or to OPA are valid tax 

deductions.  

OPA March Dinner Meeting
March 4th, 2021 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.

  Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

We are taking the recommended safety 
measures for the health of those who 

attend.  We ask each member to 
determine what is best for their 

health.

http://www.ninety-nines.org
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Wheels down will be at 11 a.m., then off to 
Lucille's for lunch. We will then return to airport 
for the museum tour.  As of this publication, we 
are still considering a catered lunch at the 
museum. 

This is a great museum for your non-piloting 
friends and relatives to join with us. 

Airport (KHUT) and then lunch at the Airport Restaurant (good lunch place 
per Jeff Sandusky).  After that we will go over to the Cosmosphere.  There 
will be more about April and May Flyaways in the March Newsletter.  

Information and photos from Teresa Schoonmaker, Director of Operations

The Stafford Air and Space Museum has just completed a 5+ million dollar expansion. The Conference room, lobby 
and gift shop have been remodeled. The museum now has over 1.5 acres of gallery space. 
The newest exhibit is the full size Replica of the Lunar Module. The SASM is the only 
museum that has the Lunar, Command, service module all together. The museum is 
currently developing and building 400+ exhibits to be added.at to be a little extreme.

Our February Flyaway will be to the Weatherford 
Airport to visit the Thomas Stafford Air and 
Space Museum.  It is recently expanded and 
there is plenty to see.  We will have a museum 
guide, or you can roam on your own. 

From OPA Fly Away 
Chair, Lee Holmes

The Stafford air and Space Museum operates in Association with the Smithsonian Institution.

For March 13th, we are planning on the Tulsa Air 
Museum at the Tulsa International Airport.  
There will be more about that in the March 
newsletter. 

For the April or May Flyaway we are considering 
the Cirrus Service Center at the Hutchison, KS 

If a Fly Away must be cancelled, usually because of bad weather, we can still 
be guests of Rick Cacini, Curator of the Yukon Veterans Museum, 1010 West 
Main, Yukon, OK 73099.  Rick will have coffee and donuts 
for us after 9:00 A.M.  Rick is a member of the Flyaway 

Committee.  His 
phone number is 
405-517-1901.

Questions and responses and suggestions can be sent to Lee Holmes at 
405-833-7201 or LeeHolmes@OPA.aero.

If you are going to the March Flyaway, please let us know who, how many, 
along with your phone number in case of cancellation because of weather. 

Stafford Air and Space Museum
OPA January 13th Fly Away - Weatherford Regional Airport

Wheels Down:  11:00 a.m.

mailto:LeeHolmes@OPA.aero
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Dierks Bentley Cirrus Party

Part 2 

In last month's article, I began to discuss some considerations needed for flying at night and the 
relationship between night currency and proficiency.  In part 2 this month, I would like to bring your 
attention to some aeromedical factors that you may need to know while flying at night.

This seems to be a good time to introduce the idea of using some scanning techniques.  The notion of a scanning 
technique should not be new to piloting as we are taught how to scan back and forth between the cockpit and outside of 
the airplane in order to monitor several things at once or, within a few seconds.  With any technique, it is important to 
understand that staring at an object is, perhaps, the worse thing to do.  Also, any of these techniques should be used 
when conducting the outside portion of your “out of airplane” part of your normal scan.  

It is important to understand that we can develop a temporary condition known as night blind spot which is when the 
rods in our eyes become more sensitive to light as they become adapted to the dark.  This sensitivity can be up to 
10,000 times more than our cones.  Because the rods are primarily responsible for our peripheral vision and the cones 
are concentrated near the center of our vision.  This will create a blind spot due to the seemingly more powerful rods.  A 
good technique to overcome this blind spot is to look approximately 5˚ to 10˚ off center so the object will be seen with 
the rods and make the object more visible.

You may want to use an off-center type of scanning.  This technique requires you to look approximately 10˚ to 12˚ 
above, below, or to either side of the object; remembering not to stare for more than 2 to 3 seconds in each area.  
Another technique involves one to scan left to right and up and down at the farthest distances from center while working 
yourself inward approximately 30˚ at a time.  Again, do not stop in any given area for more than 2 to 3 seconds at a 
time.  Starring longer than this will allow the rods in your eyes to reach such an equilibrium that will no longer see the 
object unless you change the scene by scanning to a new area.

OPA President's Article

A final thought I want to leave you with is that the rods can undergo hypoxia at altitudes above 4,000 feet MSL.  
Although this is not as noticeable during the daytime hours it can more apparent at night time as the lack of oxygen 
effects your night vision.  Now, this does not mean you are going blind but rather clarity of vision is not at its peak in 
these conditions.  

I have heard it said that a pilot does not need to have a reason to fly.  However, there are several 
reasons to fly at night if you are looking for one.  By educating yourself on the techniques of night flying, while 
exercising caution, a pilot will be able to manage those risks and have a more enjoyable flight.

I was a private pilot student when I first learned of this phenomenon and I began to question my instructor.  We were 
about to conduct a long cross country flight at nighttime and to prove his point, he brought some supplemental oxygen.  
Everything seemed to be just fine on our flight from R.L. Jones-Riverside (KRVS) airport to Wiley Post Airport (KPWA) as 
I believed my vision was not affected.  As a matter of practice, we usually maintain altitudes of at least 4,000 feet MSL in 
order to safely cross the antennae farm which is stacked about 12 nm to the northeast of Wiley Post.  Once we started 
our descent from 6,000 feet, he handed me the oxygen and told me to take a couple of breaths.  My vision instantly 
became more clear and colors became more vivid.  I am now a believer. 

Your night vision is an important factor to understand when flying at night.  If you want a more detailed explanation of 
how the rods and cones work in your eyes, I recommend you review chapter 10 of the Pilots Handbook of Aeronautical 
Knowledge.  Suffice it to say, reducing the amount and intensity of light that enters your eyes will greatly aid in the 
ability to see better at night.  This adaptation to the darkness is extremely important because your vision needs to be at 
its best during all phases of flight.  

If you need to conduct your preflight inspection inside your hangar or you use your flashlight outside, do it early enough 
before your flight to allow enough time to let your eyes adjust to the darkness.  Research has shown that being in the 
darkness or keeping your eyes closed for at least 30 minutes will allow your eyes to adjust.  Just do not reintroduce your 
sight to the light.  If you need to do so, simply keep one eye closed and it will help you adjust quicker.  You may even 
want to use a red lensed flashlight and keep the airplane panel lighting down to a dimmer setting.  If you have pilot 
controlled lighting, a good idea is to reduce the intensity to a lower setting.  I routinely ask ATC to lower the intensity at a 
controlled airport if it seems to be too bright for me.  I have even heard of some pilots wearing sunglasses as they 
transition from the lighted indoors to the darker outside.  Of course, they take the sunglasses off once they are outside.

OPA President Greg Finley 

4
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Thanks to Mike Grimes for the article and pictures!

During the introductions he introduced our newest and youngest member, Savanna Fisher, who made her first meeting at 
just a few weeks old.  Congratulations to the proud parents.  Ken Douglas was also introduced as a new member.  Dustin 
George, Manager of El Reno Airpark introduced his guests, the owners of a new Flight Training school at El Reno Airpark.  
They are Patrick Willingham and Kris Gonzalez. 

OPA President Greg Finley made an announcement that we would do introductions and then we would have the combo 
play.  He reminded everyone this was supposed to be the entertainment for our December Dinner Meeting, which had to be 
cancelled due to COVID.  He then led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Greg announced 
the Spirit of St 
Lou i s  rep l i ca 
maiden f l ight 
would occur this 
month and they 
h a v e  f l o w n .  
E v e r y o n e 
e n j o y e d  a n 
evening of great 
music from the 
trio.  Drawing 
for the $50.00 
w a s  w o n  b y 
Susie Grimes.

Highlights from the January Dinner Meeting

Greg announced that Programs and Fly-Aways are being scheduled on a limited basis due to the COVID.  He announced no 
Fly-Away for January.  Tentative Fly-Away for February is Tulsa Aerospace Museum. (Editors' note,  Tulsa fly away has been 
changed to March and February will be to Weatherford, for the Stafford Air and Space 
Museum.)
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Pictures from the January OPA Dinner Meeting - Thanks Mike
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Thanks to Greg Finley for the pictures below

Pictures from the January OPA Dinner Meeting
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LEARN TO FLY
CRABTREE SCHOOL OF AERONAUTICS

LIGHT SPORT TRAINING-TAILWHEEL TRAINING
SPIN TRAINING

BECOME AN FAA LICENCED SPORT PILOT
IN AS LITTLE AS 20 HOURS

GLENN CRABTREE 405-282-4250 cacinc77@sbcglobal.net
www.crabtreeaircraft.net

or a Meeting?
Try the Page Building at Wiley Post Airport!

For Page Building rental rates contact:  Steve 
Schroeder:  405-691-8629 (home phone) 
sandsschroeder@cox.net or QB Governor Jim 
Sutton 405-760-1988 (mobile phone).

Looking for a Location for a Special Event 

Private, Instrument, Commercial, Flight Instructor &
ATP Licenses, Flight Reviews & IPC's

Blue Skies Flight Training LLC

Matt Cole CFI, CFII, MEI, ATP
Gold Seal Flight Instructor
President Oklahoma Pilots Association

website:  www.blueskiesflightschool.com

Guthrie, OK 73044

Office:  405-260-1010

520 Airport Rd. Hangar #4

email:     matt@blueskiesflightschool.com 

Hazel Lee loved to play cards and she loved to play pranks. And she loved to fly 
planes.

During WWII, the U.S. didn't have enough male pilots. So the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots was created. Hazel was invited to join.  Her job was to deliver aircraft 
to points of embarkation, from which they were shipped to Europe and the Pacific. 
The group worked 7 days a week with little time off.

"I'll take and deliver 
anything," she said. Which 
was her attitude - work hard, 
get everything necessary 
done.  On November 23rd, 
1944, flying in bad weather in 
North Dakota, she crashed 
with another plane upon 
landing. She passed away 
two days later, the last of 38 
female pilots to die during 
WWII.

WWII Pilot Snapshot - Hazel Lee
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Buick
“The Cars & Trucks America Owns"

HWY 81, S. of 66 - EL RENO - 405-262-2466 - 800-375-3751

GMCMEMBER

Business Card 2“x 3 ½”                 
One-Eighth Page 2 ½“ x 3 ¾”         
One-Quarter Page 3 ¾“  x  4 ¾”    
One-Half Page 4 ¾“  x 7 ½”        
Full Page 7 ½“ x 9 ½”                   

OPA Newsletter Ad Rates

Approximate  Ad Size     Monthly Rate

Ask About Discounts for Annual Ads
Call Ben Roy, 405-802-9657

March 4th - Dinner Meeting 6:30 p.m.

  2021 OPA Calendar

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Wheels Down:  11:00 a.m.

April Fly Away - Tentative - Hutchinson, KS

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

Make dinner reservations at 
dinner@opa.aero

All scheduled items are subject to change as 
necessary to meet directed Covid 19 

requirements and for the health and safety of 
our members and guests.

February 4th - OPA Dinner Meeting 6:30 p.m.

February 13th -  OPA Fly Away - Weatherford
  Thomas Stafford Air and Space Museum

February  18th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Tulsa Air Museum - Tulsa International Airport 

 

March 13th - OPA Fly Away -Tulsa, OK

March 18th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

April 1st - Dinner Meeting 6:30 p.m.

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
 

  Airport Restaurant - then Cosmosphere

April 15th - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Monthly Oklahoma Fly-Ins

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID
1st Saturday - Ponca City Aviation Booster Fly-In   
  Breakfast - Call Don Nuzum  580-767-0470

CHECK THE OPA CALENDAR PAGE 
ON THE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES

1st Saturday - Pauls Valley Lunch Fly In

3rd Saturday - Enid Fly-In Breakfast - Woodring

  Call 405-268-3925 (Breakfast in Summer)

  Airport (WDG) April through October

    $30.00
     $40.00
     $70.00

     $120.00
     $240.00
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 broysprint01@earthlink.net

All material for 

should be sent to:
newsletter publication

C/o Ben Roy
11749 SW. 54th

405-802-9657 Cell

OPA NEWS

Mustang, OK 73064

email:
Phone (Residence) (Business) (FAX)

Oklahoma Pilots Association Membership Application
Please Print - Information Will Be Used For Membership Directory and Newsletter Database

New Membership Renewal  Update

MEMBER:

Private Commercial Instrument

Approximate Hours

Date

Your Name

  Name tag Spouse

Address E-Mail Address

City State Zip

Referred By

Occupation

ANNUAL DUES ARE $35
 

ALL DONATIONS ARE
TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

April  2006 OPA News

Material for publication will be accepted up to the deadline which is the 15th of each month, space permitting.  
The editorial staff reserves the right to accept, refuse, or edit any material submitted.  Publication of articles and opinions 
in the OPA Newsletter is not an endorsement by the Association, nor does the Association assume any responsibility for 
the accuracy of the information contained in the Newsletter.  Permission is granted to reprint, provided credit is given to 
The Oklahoma Pilots Association Newsletter.  For circulation issues including newsletters not received or email 
and address changes contact Roger Walton  405-219-5149 or email  mem@opa.aero.

The OPA General Aviation Newsletter is published monthly.  Articles for the newsletter are sought from members, trade 
organizations, etc.  Stories and articles can include flying trips, rebuilding and restoration experiences, special tips, 
activities, etc.

Yes  No Occupation

ATP CFI CFII

October 2008

Pilot information:  Are you a Aircraft Owner?  Yes     No      Type                     N#

  Name tag Yes  No

10April 2008February 2021 OPA News 10

Receive by Mail

Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue

Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008
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Please make dues check payable to:  
Oklahoma Pilots Association

Wiley Post Airport, 
Bethany, OK 73008

Mail to:  5810 Tulakes Ave., 
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