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March 2, 2023 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.
  Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

February 2, 2023 - Social Hour 6:30 p.m.
  Dinner Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

One Flight – One PIREP on One 
D e d i c a t e d  “ P I R E P  W a t c h ” 
Frequency.

Speaker:  Daniela Kratchounova

Speaker:  George W. Braley
                 GAMI Head of Engineering

Head of Engineering, General 
Aviation Modifications, Inc. (GAMI).

D.O.B.  3/7/1948.  Ada, Oklahoma.   
George W. Braly 

Aerospace Engineering, 
 Brown University '70.

Flight Instructor for more than 50 
years.  
Inventor of G100UL® High Octane 
Avgas, the only FAA approved drop-
in replacement for existing high 
octane leaded aviation gasoline.

Commercial Pilot.  SMEL. 
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OPA is accepting items until May for an auction scheduled for our August dinner 
meeting.  Any items not selected for the auction will be welcome and used for 
door prizes for our dinner meetings.  We expect to have some excellent items.  
This is a great opportunity to regift some of your aviation treasures! 

Daniela Kratchounova, Ph.D. is a Research Scientist at the Federal Aviation 
Administration's (FAA) Civil Aerospace Medical Institute (CAMI). She earned her 
doctoral degree in Applied Experimental Human Factors from the University of 
Central Florida. Dr. Kratchounova has 25+ years of experience in the aviation 
industry including training and instructional technology (Flight Safety 
International), human factors engineering (Gulfstream Aerospace); and aviation 
human factors R&D (Honeywell International - Advanced Technology Europe and 
FAA CAMI). Her research interests include aviation weather human factors 
(image-based visibility, pilot decision-making in adverse weather avoidance), 
advanced vision systems (Enhanced, Synthetic, Combined Vision Systems), 
head-up and head-worn displays, non-traditional multimodal controls (gaze, 
voice, touchless gesture, touch), and future flight deck design.

The Oklahoma 
Pilots 

Association 
(OPA) meets the 
1st Thursday of 
each month at 
the Clarence E. 
Page Building, 

located on Wiley 
Post Airport.  

From N. 
Rockwell, enter 
the airport at 

the traffic light 
(Phillip J. 

Rhoads Ave.), 
take the first 

right, and drive 
back to the light 

gray brick 
building.

If you plan to attend, please RSVP as soon as possible, but no 
later than noon the Tuesday before the Thursday  Dinner 

Meeting, so we can get a count to the caterer (  each). You $15
can RSVP by sending an email to dinner@opa.aero

Because the cost of printing and mailing our newsletter has gone up (much l ike everything else), if you currently 
receive your copy of the newsletter from the post office, please let us know if you are will ing to save money for OPA 
by viewing the newsletter online instead of receiving a hard copy. Contact us at  if you are will ing to info@opa.aero

change to online viewing.  (Remember that it is always in color online.)  

OPA Newsletter Mailing Request

mailto:info@opa.aero
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 Treasurer - Roy Cowan                             405 340-1425        
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 President - Kyle Fulton     
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Editor:  June Roy
Circulation:  David Aimes

OPA Newsletter Staff

Members’ contributions of articles and other information 
relative to aviation are encouraged.

Oklahoma Pilots Association is a member-controlled not-for-
profit organization for all pilots and aircraft owners.  OPA strives 
to serve the needs of general aviation pilots statewide, promoting 
aviation, education and safety in personal and business flying.  

OPA holds monthly dinner meetings at the C. E. Page Building on 
Wiley Post Airport in Oklahoma City.  Distinguished guest 
speakers present educational and safety related programs at the 
monthly dinner meetings.  

OPA, through its charitable non-profit corporation, accepts 
money or property donated to fund the Vic Jackson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund which is awarded annually to a college student 
with career aspirations in the field of aviation.  Your contributions 
of money or property are tax deductible.

OPA hosts monthly Fly Aways for lunch or dinner and weekend Fly 
Aways to interesting destinations.

Membership consists of student pilots through airline transport 
pilots, both civil and military and is open to all pilots and aircraft 
owners.  Annual membership dues are currently $40.

Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue

Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008
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I started my journey as a pilot in 2016.   I 
began managing a small plane in the winter of 
2018.   ADS-B(Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance-Broadcast) was being discussed 
in many aviation articles and communities.  I 
learned what ADS-B was and promptly began 
to be negative about it.  I would need to spend 
thousands of dollars to equip the aircraft and 
the government now had a way to track me in my aviation 
activities. 

The Cessna 150 I was entrusted with had most of the original 
equipment from 1967.  The transponder and related equipment 
had already caused a few disagreements with ATC over my 
altitude, so I decided to pay for the upgrade for ADS-B out and in.  I 
frequently fly into OKC airspace so it was a needed upgrade.  I 
began to see traffic on my screen once the upgrade was 
completed.  The upgrade helped me become more aware of traffic 
around the airplane.  I always remember my instructor's warnings 
that all traffic is not on my screen.

My friend with the 172 asked me what he might need for 
Christmas, I told him to get some kind of ADS-B receiver.  I use the 
Stratus 3 and Garmin GDL-52 in the two lanes that I'm entrusted to 
manage.  ADS-B is now a trusted partner in the air that informs of 
traffic and weather.  I'm happy I installed it.

Recently, I flew a Cessna 172 without ADS-B in it.  I hadn't realized 
how much I appreciated the ADS-B data on my screen.  I felt like I 
was driving a car without using my glasses.  I am near sighted and 
I can see traffic and obstacles but not until it is almost too late.  
That's how I felt in the plane.  I spent more time listening and 
clarifying traffic on the radio.  I kept a mental picture of where 
traffic might be in the sky.

OPA President 
Kyle Fulton

http://www.ninety-nines.org


Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker Daniela Kratchounova was ill and couldn't make it for our January dinner meeting. 
However, Paula Kedy with the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission was able to step up and provide us with a very 
interesting presentation on short notice! Paula Kedy is a life-long educator, most recently serving as the Executive Director 
of Academics and Instruction for the Ada City School District. Kedy was named the Oklahoma Supreme Court Teacher of 
the Year in 2004 and has also been recognized as a finalist for Oklahoma Teacher of the Year. She is a past president of the 
Oklahoma Council of Teachers of English and currently serves on the national steering committee for the  AOPA High 
School “You Can Fly” program. Paula has partnered with aviation business and industry leaders in the implementation of 
'The Sky is Not the Limit', the Ada City School District's district-wide aviation program. She currently works across the state 
to strengthen aviation education on behalf of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission in her role as their Aerospace & 
Aviation Education Program Coordinator. We have been able to reschedule Daniela for our March dinner meeting.

After a great meal from Dave, and our pledge to the American flag, Kyle Fulton welcomed members and guests.  If you 
haven't seen Red Skeleton's clarification of what the pledge means, you should look it up online. We learned that Jeff 
Hopkins passed his ground instructor exam. Dalton and Kathryn Bracken were guests.  Rick Cacini informed us about 
a seminar for veterans and their families to help them get the benefits they deserve.  It will be February 
11th at 10 a.m. at the Dale Robertson Center, 1200 Lakeshore, Yukon, OK. 

We had very special guests from Mustang High 
School, Antonin Stoddard and Lillie Putman! They 
are participants in the “You Can Fly” curriculum and 
are looking forward to continuing aviation related 
courses in college. Lillie plans to attend Emery Riddle in 
Prescott, Arizona and wants to start her own flight school. 
They were accompanied by Gary Knowles and Antonin's 
mother. Kedy was accompanied by Michelle Bouziden, CPO, 
and Grants Administrator for Oklahoma Aeronautics.  Kedy 
stated that she gets to talk to people about the program 
while Bouziden does the hard work of obtaining grants, etc. 
Some of those working in the schools did not realize that 
grants were available from the Oklahoma Aeronautics 
Commission.

Our OPA sponsor for the January dinner meeting was OklaHome Homebuilders, owned by Jennifer and Craig Hodgens.  
Jennifer gave us a brief overview of their company, that buys and sells homes and land, specializing in building on land 
anywhere in Oklahoma.  Our thanks for sponsoring our meeting. 

Highlights from the January Dinner Meeting

3OPA NewsFebruary 2023
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Highlights from the January Dinner Meeting

Kedy said that it's important to grow aviation training in Oklahoma; so we can grow the people we need for employment in 
Oklahoma in aviation related jobs.  Paula had her way paid to the AOPA High School STEM program at the Museum of 
Flight in Seattle. There were 90 attendees, but she was the only one from Oklahoma.  She realized that her kids in Ada 
needed the opportunities in aerospace and aviation. Ada was accepted to receive a grant in 2017. A new program for AOPA 
was started with two pathways. The UAS pilots' pathway is for 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grades.  The GA pilot path offers 
training opportunity to pass the pilot's written test. The 10th and 11th grade is primarily 
ground school.  The students passed their written tests, but they wanted to fly.  That 
required building a 501c3 as soon as possible for Oklahoma Schools. They can implement 
$3000 to get started flying and can apply for another $3000. There is also a path for other 
careers in aviation, mechanics, etc. The AOPA curriculum is free, but the school has to find a 
qualified teacher and enough money to start up the program.

Kedy said she had been teaching since she was 20 years old and could have retired when Vic Bird asked her to come to 
work for OAC to tell people about the programs.  She knew a lot of people in a lot of schools. She put 16,500 miles in a year 
on a state car doing that. There are now 57 high schools in OK teaching the OPA curriculum.  New school sign ups began 
last month and should be up to 75 schools next years. Oklahoma is number one in the nation in the number of schools 
teaching the AOPA program. It is quality STEM plans including engineering, and math. Pilots come in and talk to the young 
people about flying.  One 6th grader told her that he got a flight simulator for Christmas and will be the best when he 
reaches 9th grade. He said he already flew to Alaska on the simulator. There have been teachers who were not pilots who 
have earned their license and are teaching students now in the program. One Teacher of the Year who taught math was 
willing to learn and try it. Local EAA pilots paid for his training, and he now has his pilots license. Because of support form 
communities like OPA the curriculum can work. Yukon HS has a retired Navy pilot coming in to teach.  In Weatherford, the 
AirMed folks help out.  

We thank Paula for a very interesting presentation and for stepping in at the last minute when our scheduled speaker got 
sick.  We can all thank her by supporting our young people who are interested in aviation!
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OPA Flyaway is now scheduled for February 11, 2023 to Captain John's Cajun Grill in McAlester. Plan for wheels down at 
11:15 at KMLC. If weather is BAD on 
February 11, we will go February 18. (If flyable weather).

PLEASE call or text Lee Holmes at 405-833-720l or email  pilotleeholmes@gmail.com
because we need a good headcount for transportation.

We are not going to Pioneer Woman in Pawhuska this 
month because the main restaurant is closed for 
remodeling. We plan to go sometime after they reopen in 
April or May.

Captain John’s has a wide variety of food, from steaks, to 
seafood, to their specialty of Cajun food. They have 
something to fit every appetite. 

Captain John’s Seafood and Cajun Restaurant
Wheels Down 11:15

February 11 OPA Fly Away to McAlester KMLC

This hangar with an end unit faces east just inside the PWA Gate. 
Painted floor, 15 duplex receptacles, outstanding lighting, and a 
100,000 btu heater for comfortable winter projects. The end 
unit is insulated with two gas infrared heaters. The comfortable 
office/flight planning room is carpeted with a desk and chair, 
track lighting and an air conditioner. $55,000. Contact Dean 
Ritter at 405-627-9350 or email .ritters2@swbell.net

TWIN HANGAR FOR SALE AT PWA INC.

January 14 OPA Fly Away to Ponca City
Enrique’s Mexican Restaurant

Twin hangar for sale at PWA. 
Located directly across from the 
Pilot's Lounge. Member of PWA, 
Inc. with all privileges including 

HANGAR FOR SALE 

discounted aviation fuel. Call Jay 
Flinton 405-642-2341. $46,500.

mailto:pilotleeholmes@gmail.com
mailto:ritters2@swbell.net
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We had a great turnout for the fly away to Enrique’s. It was a bit windy, putting it mildly, but worth it for 
the wonderful food. Enrique’s always serves what I consider the very best Mexican food! We had a great 
time, eating, talking and flying.  If you missed it this time, be sure to make our next fly away there. We 
had 22 in attendance. I skip the rice and beans, although they are very good, and go straight for my 
favorite - the shrimp and green chili enchiladas! I get two a la carte to eat there and four a la carte to take 
home. Of course, I must have their amazing chips, queso and salsa while waiting for the main course! You 
can’t find chips like theirs anywhere else. 

January 14 OPA Fly Away to Ponca City
Enrique’s Mexican Restaurant



7OPA NewsFebruary 2023

 

Enrique’s Mexican Restaurant
January 14 OPA Fly Away to Ponca City
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January 14 OPA Fly Away to Ponca City
Enrique’s Mexican Restaurant
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OPA Newsletter Ad Rates

Approximate  Ad Size     Monthly Rate

Call June Roy 405- 615-2071

2023 OPA Calendar

All scheduled items are subject to change

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

 Captain John’s Seafod and Cajun Restaurant
  Wheels Down 11:15 at KMLC

February 2 - OPA Dinner Meeting 6:30 pm

  Weather date change, if needed, February 18

February 11 - OPA Flyaway McAlester, OK

February 16 - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 pm
  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

March 2 - OPA Dinner Meeting 6:30 pm
  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
 

April 6 - OPA Dinner Meeting 6:30 pm

April 20 - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 pm

Make dinner meeting reservations at 
dinner@opa.aero

  Details to be announced 
March 11 - OPA Fly Away - Beaumont, Kansas   

March 16 - OPA Board Meeting 6:30 pm

April 1 - OPA Fly Away - Stillwater, OK  

April 15 - OPA Fly Away 

  OSU Flyin’ Aggies Fly In 

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport
  

  To Be Announced

  Page Building, Wiley Post Airport

  Details TBA

3rd Saturday - Enid Fly-In Breakfast - Woodring

$15 per Dinner due to increased cost.

Monthly Oklahoma Fly-Ins

  Call 405-268-3925 (Breakfast in Summer)

If no RSVP, $20 at the door if food is 
available.

  Donations benefit youth aviation

  Breakfast - Call Don Nuzum  580-767-0470

3rd Saturday - Goldsby Airport Breakfast  

1st Saturday - Pauls Valley Lunch Fly In

  Airport (WDG) April through October

1st Saturday - Ponca City Aviation Booster Fly-In   

    $30
     $40
     $70

     $120
     $240

or a Meeting?
Try the Page Building at Wiley Post Airport!

Looking for a Location for a Special Event 

For Page Building rental rates contact:  Steve 
Schroeder:  405-691-8629 (home phone) 
sandsschroeder@cox.net or QB Governor Jim 
Sutton 405-760-1988 (mobile phone).

Looking for a tax break?  OPA is a 501c3 
organization, so donations are tax deductible!

We are looking for new 
advertisements for our 

newsletter.  If you can help us 
find  new advertisers, please 
contact our editor, June Roy 

405-615-2071

mailto:dinner@opa.aero
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11749 SW. 54th St

 broysprint01@earthlink.net

newsletter publication

OPA NEWS

Mustang, OK 73064

email:

C/o June Roy

All material for 

should be sent to:

405-802-9657 CellPhone (Residence) (Business) (FAX)

Oklahoma Pilots Association Membership Application
Please Print - Information Will Be Used For Membership Directory and Newsletter Database

New Membership Renewal  Update

MEMBER:

Private Commercial Instrument

Approximate Hours

Date

Your Name

  Name tag Spouse

Address E-Mail Address

City State Zip

Referred By

Occupation

ANNUAL DUES ARE 
  $40 

ALL DONATIONS ARE
TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

April  2006 OPA News

The OPA General Aviation Newsletter is published monthly.  Articles for the newsletter are sought from members, trade 
organizations, etc.  Stories and articles can include flying trips, rebuilding and restoration experiences, special tips, 
activities, etc.

Material for publication will be accepted up to the deadline which is the 15th of each month, space permitting.  
The editorial staff reserves the right to accept, refuse, or edit any material submitted.  Publication of articles and opinions 
in the OPA Newsletter is not an endorsement by the Association, nor does the Association assume any responsibility for 
the accuracy of the information contained in the Newsletter.  Permission is granted to reprint, provided credit is given to 
The Oklahoma Pilots Association Newsletter.  For circulation issues including newsletters not received or email 
and address changes contact Roger Walton  405-219-5149 or email  mem@opa.aero.

Yes  No Occupation

ATP CFI CFII

October 2008

Pilot information:  Are you a Aircraft Owner?  Yes     No      Type                     N#

  Name tag Yes  No

10April 2008February 2023 OPA News 10
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Clarence E. Page Building
5810 Tulakes Avenue

Wiley Post Airport
Bethany, Oklahoma 73008
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Please make dues check payable to:  
Oklahoma Pilots Association
Mail to:  5810 Tulakes Ave., 

Bethany, OK 73008
Wiley Post Airport, 
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